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Haiti After the Earthquake
by Paul Farmer
PublicAffairs

Reviewed by Tim Høiland

Few would argue with the fact that what 
followed Haiti’s devastating earthquake in 
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why rebuilding efforts haven’t made more progress as we near the 
quake’s two-year anniversary.

In Haiti After the Earthquake, anthropologist and medical doctor 
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he calls the “history of the present illness”—a history marked by the 
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collection of essays by several others—many of them Haitian—which 
allows for an illuminating range of perspectives.
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three decades. His main argument is that Haiti’s woes are directly tied 
to its crippled public sector and that a strengthening of that sector is 
precisely where Haiti’s hopes for a brighter future lie.
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strengthen the country’s already weak public sector.
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of Rwandans themselves—led by an ambitious and disciplined gov-
ernment especially committed to massive job creation—that has truly 
helped Rwanda rise from the ashes.
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amplify” the voices of those who were lost on that fateful day as well 
as the voices of those who remain. Through a project called “Voices 
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of ordinary Haitians and then to share them with donor governments 
and agencies in hopes that decisions made at high levels will truly 
align with the interests of real people on the ground.
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intervention.
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cue. I expected yet another set of victim stories recounted for no real 
purpose. What I found instead was an astonishingly detailed account 
of the protected places and spaces where one set of human beings 
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work in the black market of bodies to scatter before law enforcement 
arrived—to be true to life. 
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work to remain vigilant at every moment to a centeredness of the soul. 
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perhaps the hardest thing to do and perhaps the most important of all. 
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for Global Affairs for the US Department of State from 2001 to 2009. Today 
she is president of Global Centurion Foundation (GlobalCenturion.org), an 
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demand. 

Book Reviews

Reader tip #1: PRISM 
jute bags are a great way 
to store or transport your 
2012 reading pile! Go to 
PRISMmagazine.org to order 
yours.

Reader tip #2: Your books 
can open doors for prisoners! 
Donate used books to 
prison libraries by going to 
BooksThroughBars.org or 
PrisonBookProgram.org. 
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that Haitians truly have the opportunity to build back better.

Tim Høiland is an advocacy journalist, international development worker, 
and a regular contributor to PRISM. He blogs about the intersections of 
faith, development, justice, and peace in the Americas at TJHoiland.com.

Living Without Enemies 
by Samuel Wells and Marcia A. Owen
InterVarsity Press

Reviewed by Michele Braley

As an advisory board member of a min-
istry for parents who have lost a child to 
murder or whose child is imprisoned for 
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Midst of Violence. 

The authors provide a thought-provoking framework for examin-
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most college-educated people “assume that this is the way it is done: 
L���������������"����������������������������
�����������
����������
life doing it for people.”
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than working with or working for and “breaks down the separation that 
assumes we can know the answer without needing to enter into the 
suffering person’s experience.” It was the discovery of the power of 
being with that led Owen to the creation of a vigil to honor each per-
son murdered in Durham. Being with��
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to be present without answers and despite fear of the unknown. The 
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This book is intended to challenge assumptions and make the 
reader uncomfortable.  My discomfort while reading about working for 
will stay with me and push me to continue to rethink how I engage 
my community.  There were other times when my gut-level discomfort 
left me wondering if it was one of the author’s actions that was actu-
ally amiss.  In an illustration of touch as a component of being with��
1������
�����
�������
��
�����������
�����������������������������
out to her when he had no one to visit him.  John wanted a hug during 
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“There’s so much potential for real and apparent misunderstanding 
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does not reveal whether she considered alternatives such as introduc-
ing others to him for visits. 

Through Owen’s honesty about her sometimes painful path from 
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about our own engagement with those we view as “the other.” While 
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have been murdered are mostly African American and Hispanic.  How 
do we assure that being with does not become a fancy term for being 
“accepting of” the status quo?  
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Crimes of Severe Violence and is the program manager for a restorative 
justice program that offers low-level juvenile offenders an opportunity to 
repair the harm caused by their behavior through a community process 
instead of court.

Abraham Kuyper
by Richard J. Mouw
Eerdmans

Reviewed by Stephanie Summers

As a college student I was transformed 
by encountering the “Reformational 
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Justice. But it was Byron Borger of Hearts and Minds Books who intro-
duced me to the engaging style of Fuller Theological Seminary Presi-
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Short and Personal Introduction is a book designed to be shared among 
friends.
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